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SAMPLE PRESS RELEASE
[ADD NAME] PUB JOINS THE FAIR PINT CAMPAIGN

The [ADD NAME] pub in [ADD LOCATION] today joined the Fair Pint Campaign. The campaigns aims to ensure fairness for UK landlords and consumers who suffer as a result of ‘tied lease agreements’.

The [ADD NAME] pub is currently tied in a lease agreement with the [ADD NAME] ‘PubCo’. This means that the pub has no choice but to buy its beer, and some of its supplies, from the PubCo even though it can buy the same beer cheaper elsewhere.   

The pub also has to pay a profit related rent, with an upward only rent clause; and pay a percentage of its income from fruit machines to [ADD PUBCO NAME].
This situation is common to many pub tenants in the UK: a small number of PubCos own about half of the pubs in Britain, with the Big Three PubCos owning more than 16,000 between them.  

The dominance of the large PubCos over the pub market has resulted in an unfair and uncompetitive arrangement for tied pub landlords and consumers alike. Huge numbers of landlords are simply being forced out of the market and few consumers understand why they are paying more for their pint.

As a result, a national campaign has been launched, calling for the Government to address this important issue, and ensure the survival of this crucial part of British life.

[ADD NAME], tenant of the [ADD NAME] pub said:

“I fully support the objectives of the Fair Pint campaign. The current situation means that pubs all over the country are being forced to compete in an unfair marketplace, selling beer at a loss, with tenants struggling to afford the rent levels set by the PubCo. 

“This campaign is vital to ensure that future of British pubs, and I have written to my local MP, urging him/her to meet with me to discuss this issue further.”

ENDS

For further information, please contact: [ADD YOUR CONTACT DETAILS]
Notes to editors

1. The Fair Pint campaign is a coalition of independent, tied landlords and industry experts that are seeking to highlight the plight of UK landlords and consumers who suffer as a result of ‘tied lease agreements’ to pub companies (PubCos). The campaign was launched in the Houses of Parliament in May.

2. The Business and Enterprise Select Committee have announced that they are going to investigate the activities of PubCos.  Details of their inquiry can be found on their webpage at http://www.parliament.uk/parliamentary_committees/berr/becpn46.cfm.










